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MESSENGER 


Note: 

Jesus said, “I came that they might have life and have it 
ni¢re abundantly.” Elis emphasis was on the value of persons 
and the enrichment of their personalities The Christian Message 
must ever be so. 

In this issue, we have tried to poriray a few of the Chinese 
personalities which encourage us to think that the Christian En- 
terprise is truly worth while in*building the new China. 


A Meditation 
“Fool,” said the Muse to me, ‘Look into thine heart and write’. 
But empty are cur hearts, meyhap, or haply but tco full- 
Sometimes with our own pains, sometimes o’er burdened with the 
pcople’s wants, 
Or, all too often, but c‘uttered o’er with the petty cares of every 
| day,- 
Uncharming tasks, but needs they must be done: 
A neighbor's need for sympathy, 
A child’s little problem’s in his play—to him, serious, 
The cares of the house, our daily wants of food and garb and 
what not, 


Oh, it fills one’s time, but more it fills one’s mind—too full 
Nor leaves or room or leisure for deep thoughts 
lor meditating on things true and so eternal. 


Fool again, and dost not know our hearts are God’s 

And flis it is to fill them with all good thoughts and true 
Overflowing, underlying, filling all about, 

_ Crowding out the froth and worthless flotsam, 
Enveloping in truth and beauty what is plain but right. . 
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’T were sin to deem the daily tread as commonplace, 
So we wa'k humbly, purely in the place appointed. 
With hearts open—windows to the eastward 
In tune—waiting—God’s voice beneath, above stilling, 
Harmonizing, glorifying ali the sounds of life, 
Giving form and beauty to our thougnts, 
Margaret Weed Gillette. 
Young China at His Best 
Four Students at Fukien Christian University 
I 

“I cried that day last fall when you handed me my red re- 
gistration ticket,” said Ding Hok Hing to the Dean. “I couldn't 
help it. It seemed such a dream—that I should be getting a 
college education! It seems such a short time since 1 was just 
a table-and-house-boy in Mr. Munson’s (the General Secretary 
of the Y) home. And now—I'’ma college student”—he might 
have added full-fledged if there were any Chinese equivalent for 
that term. 

“I see,” said the Dean, “that, from this recommendation 
the Y Secretary has sent for you, you’ll have to have work, What 
kind of work do you want?” 

“TI can typewrite,” he replied—he had won second place in 
a speed contest—“but it doesn’t make any difference: I can do 
any kind of work, and I’m perfectly willing to do it.” 

The Dean had heard that before; but it had rarely got be- 
yond the words. Once we had offered the use of our tennis court 
to the college boys if they would help us get it in shape. We 
quoted that Chinese proverb so often honored in the breach. 
“Half time plough: haif time study”: but tho there were many 
promuses from the would-be players, when the appointed time 


arrived it was the American professors who did all the hoeing 
and weding on the court, 
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“Well,” said the Dean, “at this moment, I have no typing: 
but | nent a job of housemoving. Can you qualify?’ “Oh, cer- 
tainly,” he replied. 

And I am happy to record what will seem a most trivial 
incident of that house-moving as evidence that this boy, Ding Hck 
Hing—Hok Hing meaning Flourishing Happiness: ‘too flamboy- 
ant a name: I’m changing it,” he said last term, “to Hu Sing. An- 
xious to be honest” has a head on his shoulders and is accustom- 
ed to independent thinking. We were carrying a heavy and ur- 
wie'dly wardrobe out of an attic, down some steps and thru a 
low doorway. And I’m telling you this boy seemed to know in- 
stinctive'y just where to turn and pivot his end so as to avoid 
scratching the stairs or the door jams or ramming the window- 
pane, etc, a thing very few Chinese students could have done, with 
all their many virtues, 

lok Hing has set his heart on going into the ministry. He 
won't be a whirlwind: he isn’t a brilliant boy; but he’ll work tre- 
mendously hard, his thinking on all subjects will be utterly inde- 
pendent and he’ll thoroly express the spirit of his Master. He’s 
all the time coming to the Dean's office and wanting to help out 
or wanting me to help him help out some boy whom he considers 
less fortunate than himself. And yet isn’t he reduced to the low- 
est terms there are? Father dead: mother only an amah (nurse 
to foreign children: she geis a wage of $3.50 a month;) no other 
relatives but an old grandmother; they have about $15.00 saved 
up for her funeral ceremonies: amore important matter than giv- 
ing her any luxuries now. In the face of this kind of need, = 
his ambition to be a student, listen to this story. 

Thru the help of the General Secretary Hok Hing had teen 
sent thru the High School of the YMCA, being especially trained . 
in typewriting and commercial lines. With his high speed record 
he easily won first place in a contest for typists at the big Govern- 
ment Naval Academy in Foochow, where the teachers are many 
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of them Chinese students who have studied in America, and at 
Boston Tech for that matter. ‘The job wouid lave paid $100.00 a 
year to start with! Yet in four days’ time, he’s back at the Y: 
“I can’t take that job, however much they pay me.” he said. It 
was not necessary to ask him why: few of the young men in these 
government colleges, whether they have studied in America or 
not, waste any of their time on morals. “I couldn’t have kept my 
precious Christianity, if I had stayed there,” he told me. 


Some of his friends have since made possible his education 
in college, on very limited terins however; and we're standing by 
or helping on as the case demands to watch his development intoa 
useful manhood. ‘“‘i’m going to be a couniry preacher.” he says, 
another evidence of humility and independence: the college men 
in the cities can get comfortable salaries, $3C0 a year; but not so 
any man in,a country parish. And the first college man has still 
to go into a country parish on a low salary and bury himself in 
his church: there’s plenty of room in this kind of job! 


il 


“Where are you going? Ask it whenon a beautiful au- 
tumn morning you see a swallow flying high in the sky. Where 
are you going? Ask it when on atranquil summer evening you 
see a glittering golden fish swimming deep in an ocean. Where 
are you going, O setting sun? Where are you going, O rising 
moon? Where are you going, O universe?...... Where are you 
going? ‘Time never ends, hence your eternal journey. Where are 
you going? Space ever continues, hence your everlasting pilgrim: 
ae Where are you going? The world is moving toward its 
perfection, toward its ideal goal; are you going with it or against 
it? Where are you going? The world is moving towards God, 
towards His Love. His fatherly tenderness: are you going with 
it or against it? Where are you going? Do you know the way, 
you pilgrims? See! Here is the way the only real and living 
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AS 


way. Oh! Return you stray birds tn the heavens, return, you 
lost sheep of the wilderness, ‘return unto the Lord’ for He is the 
way. He is the way to Truth: He is the way to Life: He is 
above all, the way to “our Father, who is in Heaven.” 


“Until our journey’s end,’ O Lord, lead, us with thy hand 
and thy servants will not be lost.” 


Now be it known that Laotze, the Old Philcsopher, is 
about the oniy mystic in the whole range of the annals of that 
practical pecple, the Chinese. And there are passages in his 
“Class‘c of the Virtuous. Way” that sound startling'y like a 
Greater Classic, as for example, “At that time the definciencies 
will be made perfect; the distorted will be straightened ; the emp- 
ty wll be filled; the worn out will be renewed:” Or, “the tender 
and yielding conquer the rigid and strong.” 


But the Professor of Philosophy has asked in vain of his 
classes, ‘‘Does no one love Laotze, the Old Philosopher or his my- 
sical Classic of the Tao, the Way?” But no one did, Mencius, 
whose serene life followed-the Aristotelian Mean ; Confucius, who 
wrested an ideal of justice and righteousness from anun just world: 
these appealed to my practical youths. At last answer was given 
‘There is one lover of Laotze here, Ling Meu Seng. ‘Imagine 
my surprise to learn that he was registered as a premedical stu- 
dent or a prospective teacher of physics! in which subjects he 
Was, to be sure, being a brilliant student, doing well ; but over that 
physics and mathematics and chemistry I found there hung a tale 
of storm and stress that had clouded the lad’s whole first year; 


\and it was not till he had won peace ina abandonment of the 


science-teacher’s desk for the puipit and high road of the preach- 
er's calling that he became capable of writing the mystic prose 
poetry of which the quotation at the head of this sketch is an ex- 
ample, And this after only some six years of English study ! He 
{60 will be heard from. : 
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It suddenly cccurs to me as | write these sketches that the 
third man I had selected is roommate to the other two! It is a 


coincidence that three of the type of men who make college teach- 
ing in China so worthwhile should in one year all be living to- 
gether !—the I'reshman, the Sophmore and the Junior. long 
Chiong Donz is one of the strongest personalities in the whole of 
our educational system, Taller than the average Fukienese, he 
has a rugged cast of countenance and a utter independence of at- 
titude and behaviour that lead us to think of him often as our 
‘Abraham Lincoln.” I have emphasized independence; Young 
China may be independent enough of the foreigner ; it isn’t often 


independent of one another Here's a species of incorruptibility @ 


that few possess. Chiong Dong has this and other qualities be- 
sides. Tho not exactly a brilliant student, he acquires such a clear 
understanding of the subjects of his study that he is able to ask 
the most penetrating and often almost embarrassing questions. 
‘“‘He doesn’t let me talk enough in class,” he once described a pro- 
fessor he objected to. It was sound criticism; never does Chiong 
Dong talk without having something to say, often more worth 
saying than his professor has, for his clear mind enables him to 
see relations with the native psychology or mores that area sealed 
book to the poor foreigner. 

Thoroly Chinese, this boy is never, as so many of them do, 
seen aping foreign clothes or shoes, now very popular; and yet he 
understands, as few do, just what it isthe missionary is in the 
country for: and he’s now willing to co-operate. He wasn’t at 
first. He too is a Student Volunteer for the Ministry: but there’s 
a great deal of impatience on the part of these young fellows with 
the older and relatively uneducated pastors. “Better an indepen- 
dent Church, starting new,” say they. But of late Chiong Dong 
has begun to see the error of this; “you are right,” he now ad- 
mits, “reform from within.” 
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It is not only as a student, or preacher, that this youth is 
regarded: it’s as a mediator. The “middle man” is a common 
figure in Chinese life: but he’s a new kind, much needed by the 
times. ‘For two years Chiong Dong has been elected Chief Judge 
of the Student Republic, and so successfully has he ‘judged’ the 
cases that came to him that the Faculty judge, supposed to be 
cilled in when anything gets out of hand, found his part a ccm- 
plete sinccure. A recent case was rather amusing, since, Ly the 
tact of our ‘Jucge’ it was saved from being tragic for the hot- 
headed senior involved. Temper is a besetting sin of nearly all 
our boys and they recognize its close relation to religicn in the 
oft repeated criticism against the poor harrassed missionary who 
loses his, that he has in so doing denied his Christianity. But here 
was a lad whose warm Chinese blood was mixed with some warni- 
er Filinino blood, and he was also of the aristocrats, his mother’s 
father having been one of Aguinaldo’s generals! The long and 
short of the affair is that he struck the college cook a blow, when 
the latter delayed fulfilling the student’s desires a little too long 
for his majesty! ‘The boy was entirely in the wrong: but strik- 
ing servants who ever heard of anything different in the Orient! 
But, no, it is democracy we are teaching here. Note the new nota 
in the cook’s protest: “If the students can strike us whenever 
they want to, what becomes of our personalities?” (translated) 
This was as it turned out the fourth offense of this scion of gen- 
erals and only two months to graduation, But I can’t finish the 
story. I don’t know what happened. I only know this tactful 
student-preacher-judge of mine mediated the case and satisfied 
ail parties, and that, with no appeal to the Dean or Faculty. De- 
mocracy and life soon flowed on again! But the business of be- 
ing a reconciler if we had a few more all the toil of our mission- 
ary days would be rewarded. 


IV 
“OQ Almighty and loving Father, wilt thou remake the ugly, 
cleanse the impure in heart, rescue the failed and the failing, cure 
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the pessimistic...... Wilt thou give life and vigor to the insane and 


the subnormal? Wilt thou help us to fight the germs of anti-social 
attitudes and egoism in our hearts...... 

“OQ Almighty and loving Father, make the ugly spirit of 
my friend beautiful by driving the devil of sorrow and selfishness 
from his heart. O Lord, help me to get along smoohtly with my 
pessimistic friend, Help me to see the bright side of human life 
and to forget the dark phases. Help us who are slaves of dan- 
gerous emotions. Dear Father, draw thy wounded children with- 
in thy bosom...... 

Here is a prayer indeed, but it is no ‘young preacher’ who 
writes it. No, Quantitative Physics and the Jntegral Calculus are 
the author’s interests, and tho young in both years and appearance, 
he can speak glibly of Einstein, Russeli, Hoffding, Bradley, Berg- 
son and all their works. Another of the interesting, unformed, 
yet vastly promising youngsters that drift round and thru the 
Dean’s office. But a little more intersting than most of the others. 
His brother a brilliant English student, long resident in America, 
this boy, Hung Hok, early acquired a desire for and ability to 
read English books; one or two somewhat unwise teachers noting 
his aforesaid glibness and forgetting his actual youth gave him 
Bergson and Einstein and watched him swallow what he could. 
Result here in Sophomore year was this lad with his charming 
boy's smile and his ponderous philosophic diction. He could 
hardly talk straight in class; his ready memory (always high ina 
Chinese student) disgorged psychoses, ccrrelations, ontologies, 
metaphysics, symbioses, evolutions, till it took hours to untangle 
him and persuade him to talk a littie plain United States. This 
might have been amusing or disgusting, or evidence of great things 
to come, according as you looked at it, until you learncd that there 
went with it a cynical pessimism that had no right to rest its bur- 
den on shoulders so young. With the pessimism a disregard of 
rules, of friends, of happy student life, 
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How and when the change came none of us know—but 
suddenly Hung Hok awoke to find himself as he later described 
it, one of the three college pessimists, and they were all rooming 
together ! and they were all under disciplinary suspicion, There 
was no coincidence here: nor in the circumstance that the other 
two who could not pray to God to cure the subnormal ard the 
pessimistic rather quietly dropped out of the college—on the frin- 
ciple probably by which the sinner is supposed to feel lonely in 
heaven; while the saved one stayed on and wrcte his prayers “to 
get along smooth'y with his pessimistic friends” and forgot his 
cynicism and prceposed to devote his life to unselfish service in the 
medical profession. But no less in his case that in that of the 
other three is the chapter closed neither for himself nor the Dean. 


RODERICK SCOTT 


The Union Kindergarten Training Sehool 


Let us introduce to you 
A few members of our kindergarten circle. 


The children were gathering for kindergarten. The teach- 


er asked, “Ding you told us yesterday thet your grandfather was 


very sick. How is he to-day?” “Oh, he is much better.” she an- 
swered, “Yes,” broke in the little boy standing near her, “‘but he 
wouldn't have been better if I hadn’t prayed for him!” 

In Ong’s home, her mother laughingly told us that Ong 
kept singing “Jesus loves me, these werds are true”, and the rest 
of the family would repeat it saying, ‘Jesus loves me, these words 
are false’, to tease her. But she clung t&her version and was so 
earnest about it that at last the others stopped teasing her. We 
hope that they will learn some day that Ong’s song is true. 

Sing carried his new rubber ball home from the Christmas 
tree, carefully wrapped up in red paper. When he reached home, 
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he hurried out into the street to play with it: When the teacher 
visited in his home a few days later, his mother toid how heart- 
broken the little lad was because he had lost his precious ball. His 
father had offered to go to a city shop and buy another as nearly 
like it as possible. ‘‘No, Miss Allen said that ball was sent to me 


by a little American boy. It was a very special ball and noother 
will be the same.” 


“Little Sister” announced proudly one morning, “Mother 
says she is going to send me to primary school because I wear out 
so many pairs of shoes in kindergarten !”’ 

Ing insists that the whole family bow their heads aid close 
their eyes while she asks a blessing before eating her rice. 


SOME OF OUR GiRLS IN TRAINING 


Ling Ee is a bright, earnest girl who became interested in 
kindergarten work and studied a year with Miss Ding, one of our 
graduates. While with her she became a Clkristian and joined the 
church. She was such a promising worker that Miss Ding helped 
her make up the extra studies which we required and she entered 
the U.K.T.S. in February 1924. No one else in her family is a 
Christian. She has had entire charge of her household business 
and accounts, which is a big responsibility. She said that before 
she became a Christian she had so much trouble with servants 
and with her accounts. “But after I became a Christian I asked 
God to help me and He makes everything run smoothly.” — 

A few weeks ago She came to me with the news that the 
village where her brother lived had been raided by bandits and 
she feared for her brother's life. But she said that she would 
_ pray that he be kept safely. Over a week passed before she had 
any word from him, but she hept up her faith, encouraged her 
mother, and finally word came from him that he had climbed out 


over the roof and fled to the hills where he had been safe from 
the bandits. 
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Jo Ing is from an interesting, wealthy family. Scme years 
ago there were a number of deaths in the family within a few 
weeks, In order to escape frcm the kad Spirits, the femily took 
refuge on a houseboat where they iived for scme t?me. They had 
heard of Christianity, and at last they decided to move bzck into 
their house and all turned Christians “to spite the gods who had 
brought distress to them.” But they have develcred in their 
Christian life and even persuaded the old non-Christian gr: nd- 
father, on a recent birthday, to give a jarge sum to charity rather 
than have an expensive heathen theatre at his celebration. 


SOME OF OUR FACULTY 


There is dear Mrs. Ding who had her kindergarten train- 


‘ing in America. She is so eager that Loving Righteousness, (our 


graduate wko has had charge of our practise kindergarten and is 
such a joy,) shall have two years for study in America that she 
is saving out half of her salary toward the expenses. How many 
of you would be willing to do that, especially if ycur salary were 
less than a dollar a day? | 

Mr. Ling has been our faithful language teccher and the 
school classical teacher ever since the sckool began. His wife is 
an earnest Christian and he has two dear little children. Many 
times we have taiked with him to see if he was ready to take the 
step, but he has always said, ‘‘Yes, I believe, but my father is a 
strong Confucianist and he is not willing that I shall be a Chris- 
tian.” ‘The father has urged him to accept a government position 
where he would get more salary, and has made it very hard for 
both him and his wife. 

A few weeks ago a cousin of his died very suddenly of 
plague. This gave an opportunity for talking with him again and 
Miss Phillips found that he wanted very much to be baptised but 
he did not know what was necessary. For these eight years he 
has been teaching us to read the Bible, talking with us about the 
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different Bible stories and reading all the students’ Bible papers 
for us to correct, so his knowledge of Christian truths is great. 
She put him in touch with a pastor who had a long talk with him 
and found that he was ready, except for one thing. He was not 
willing to tell his father but wanted to do it secretly. But he 
finally saw that he ought to and promised to do it one evening. 


The next day we hurried to ask, “Did you t:il him?” “No”, 
he admitted “but he was out late at a feast last night.” So he 
promised to do it that night. 


The next morning I asked, “Did you teil him?” “Yes”, 
he replied. ‘‘\Vas he willing?” I asked, hardly able to wait for 
the answer. 

“Well, not really willing, but he isn’t unwilling $0 I'm _ go- 
ing to be baptised on June 29th.” And his voice had a happy ring. 


A FEW OF oR U.K.T.S. GRADUATES 


There is Mi Ong who was in our first graduating class. She 
‘is just arriving in Singapore to start a kindergarten for the Foo- 
chow speaking tots in a city near there, our first graduate to go 
outside the province to teach. Until now she has had a country 


kindergarten in a very hard place where there were many 
Catholics. 


Hie Cu, of our second class, has a kindergarten of her own, 
three little folks who keep her busy at home. Her husband is a 
Y.M.C.A, secretary. She tells me that she is so giad she took the 
kindergarten course as she uses ever so many of the things she 
learned. 


Miss Ding Mee Wha, also of this class, has had a beautiful 
group of children in her city kindergarten and has, in addition, 
been training a class of assistants who are doing good work in 
other kindergartens: We hope to have her in the U.K.T.S. this 
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Two of our graduates, Loving Righteousness ( Miss Isabel 
Wong) and Miss Dorothy Lee are planning to go to America for 
further training, as there is no kindergarten training in China 
any higher than what we are trying to give at the U.K.T.S. After 
having this brcadening experience, they should be able to ccme 
back to take positions of great responsibility in China. If you 
have the oppertunity to meet either of them, you will see that the 
Union Kindergarten Training School has a joyous werk, to be 
helping girls like these to want to be of service to God and to 
their own country. 
BERTHA ALLEN 


The Student Volunteer Retreat 
Fifth Annual 

Dear friends: 
| Last time | wrote from the country, this time I write 
from another place. We are in the new Y. M. C. A. Conference 
grounds up the Min River about two hours from where I live in 
the heart of the city. It’s a beautiful spot. God’s wonders are 
everywhere; in the beauty of the winding river with its waters 
rushing over the rapids on. which float the iog rafts and boat life; 
in the beauty of the hills round about with their foliage and ter- 
races; in the beauty of the distant rugged mountain peacks, half 
hidden in the clouds, in the beauty of the sky and the day itself. 
Everywhere are the beauty of God and His handwork. Canany- 
one deny that God has a part in making of this land tho we call it 
incorrectly a heathen land. Upon this hill, overlooking the river 
is the conference site with a central auditorium, dining room and 
two lodges above, not forgett:ng the tennis court below. | 
Are we here for the scenery? ‘To get away from the city 
heat and stream of work? No, we’re here ona Student Volun- 
teer Retreat, the fifth of its kind annually. 5. V. M. out here 
means “Volunteer for the Ministry.” 
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| There are about thirty-five students here from various 
schools of our missionary school of Foochow. This follows the 
Week of Recruiting which was held April 27 to May 4th. These 
men are the pick of our Christian schools. ‘The University band 
prides itself and rightly so that the high scholarship men are stu- 
dent volunteers. Furthermore, these are the men who not only 
have been exposed to the Christian life and have accepted it but 
have thought through the question of their life work and have 
volunteered for service in the Christian Ministry; the places of 
greatest need of men and sacrifice. ‘To bring them to this stage 
means a great deal. ‘They are not born into a Christian environ- 
ment which takes fcr granted Christianity and an unseifish life of 
service. Quite to the contrary, the whole atmosphere is against 
them. Even after they have made the decision, it 1s a constant 
struggle for a man with the training that they have had, especial- 
ly those who speak English, to resist the demand of the Customs 
and the Post office at three or four times the salary which they 
will ever be able to get in Christian work, 

We are together only two days. But they are two days 
filled and running over with living together, personal talks and al- 
sO a communion scrvice, discussicn aplenty, sunset meetings and 
sunrise meetings, hikes and the like. The theme this year is 
“Chinese Indegious Church” that means their church. the future 
church, as they would have it. It is a matter of discussion and 
let me assure you that they have something to say on the matter. 
We seem to have some of the difficulty here that we see happen- 
ing at Indianpolis and in Eroupe. These young upstarts! A few 
foreign friends said that it was dangerous for the youth to discues 
such topics apparently with fear that the future church might be 
ditterent than it is now. Perhaps they wou!d keep the world safe 
for old ideas. But as one the students said “For us to say that 


/ we should give our life to the Christian church and then not dis- 


cuss it is like saying that we should spend the largest part of 
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- our life married without being to'd anything akcut its problems.” 
The S.V.M. here and other Youth movements seems to have to go 
through the same “Indianapolis” birth pains or should we cali them 
revolt pains as at home. How long will we beafraid of “Youth” 
and young ideas; some cf them impratical but mest of them that 
have never been tried and some of them it is quite apparent cught 
to he tried before long. 

They were two long-tc-be-remembercd days. The five or 
six sympathetic pastors in the active ministry were there to “put 
up the other side” of the question and there is something to be 
said for the difficuities which the church faces but it was discus- 
sional and every student Volunteer had a chance to express him- 
self and to deepen his purpose. ‘This all merely gave the back- 
ground for the Union Communion service of students of all de- 
nominations and the fine spiritual note sounded at the sunrise 
meeting and at “round to.” 

QO, G. REUMANN 


Living Witnesses 


Fifteen years ago Mr. Iong Ming Sing was a waif on the 
streets of Ingtai without visible means of support and already a 
victim of the Opium habit. To-day he is ail and more than you 
see in the picture, He has graduated from both the collegiate and 
Theological Departments of Peking Union University. He has 
turned his back on the many oppcrtunities that came to him for 
‘service in what most young men would feel a wider field, to come 
back to his home District. He is afire with the desire to share 


with his own people the knowledge of Him who has brot sof a 


much of joy and light into his own life. 

Mr. Ding Mi Guong gave up study seven years ago because 
the illness of an elder brothcr made it necessary for him to De- 
come the support of his parents and the family of his brother. 


| 
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For seven years he has worked unwearyingly in the task of edu- 
cating the boys of Ingtai. Sickness and death have been frequent 
visitors in his family, but he has emerged from this period of trial 
_and testing with a clearer vision of life’s verities and a spirit un- 
daunted. It has been possible to give him a much needed sabba- 
tical year which he is using in further study in the University 


and he hopes to be able to continue another year and finish his 1 
course. cc 

Thes: two young men and others like them are living w t- fe 
nesses of the worthwhileness of our work out here. It is tosuch d 
as these that China will look and not in vain for spiritual and r 
even political leadership in the trying years that are in store for tt 
her. al 


F. G. DoNALDSON 


The Pastors’ Gonferenee June 1924 


The aim of the Confer nce was to help the Foochow speak- 
ing church leaders’to become Christ like. The literal translation 
of the Chinese motto which adorned:the wall back of the platform 
was “Christized Leadership.” This Conference more nearly 
achieved its aim than any conference I have ever attended. 

One man said, “I was discouraged and ready to give up 
my work, I came to this Conference and I have a new vision of 
the Christ, and a new conception of my work. I am going back 
a new man, with joy to preach and live Christ.” 

[ have never attended a conference where there was such 
a spirit of harmony and unity. Each one seemed actuated by the 
motto of the Conference. This idea and ideal formed the back- 
ground of the Bible classes, the discussion groups, the commis- 
signs, the addresses, and the business meeting. 

In previous gatherings of this nature, there has been appar- 
ent an effort “to have a Conference.” The mMac'linery made a lot 
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of noise. The leaders were trying hard to do something. They 
were self-conscious. This time the Conference was a ccnferring 
in which each delegate joined, and it was hard at times to tell 
who were the leaders. : 

The leaders were Chinese. Usualiy, a Conference of this 
sort has one outstanding leader, but there was no such man here. 
there were several. The prejiminary work had been done by 
committees who had worked hard and well, and during the Con- 
ference these committees simply kept watch and direcied, They 
did their work so unostentatiously and efficiently that one hardly 


realized their presence. There was a general demand for more, 


time for prayer in the devotional hour. ‘We hear two addresses 
a day and we want this hour for prayer.” | 

This was a Union conference: 

Three denominations: English ‘Episcopalians, American 
Methodists, and Congregationalists. 

Three nationalities: British, Chinese, and American. The 
new Conference site (provided by friends of the Young Men!s 
Christian Association) with its fine arrangements, its quiet and 
distance from the distractions of the city had much to do with 
the success of the Conference. 

One hundred and thirty men have gone back to work in all 
the Foochow speaking area with a new vision of the task of ex- 
pressing Jesus to men, 
WiILLARD BEARD 


A Boy and a Bundle 


He was just an every-day, country boy, and the bundle of 
bedding and clothes was just like hundreds of bundles that are 
carried every day. His home was inthe country of Prolonged 
Joy, and he was on the steam ferry going to the capitol city to at- 


tend Foochow College. It was probably the first time that he had 
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ever gone away frorfhome to stay, and in addition he had been 
ill and was still far from strong, so the Unknown and the Uncer- 
tain which were just ahead of him made the wcr'd seem rather 
azure and he was in no mood to appreciate the beauties of the 
river Min. There were one or two hundred people on the steam 
launch, but no one paid much attention to the boy or his bundle, 
until a Missionary saw him, and asked him where he was going, 
for you should know that this is always a polite question in China, 
Boys like to have people show an interest in them, and this one 
Was no exception, so he was ready to answer and talk with the 
Missionary. When the launch came to anchor just below the 
“Bridge of The Thousand Ages” the boy, the bundle and the Mis- 
sionary ferried to the shore in one of the waiting sampans. 

That was in the days when every man and boy wore a 
queue down his back, before kocchow had any ‘“‘Horse Roads”, 
when there were no wheeled vehicles of any kind, and no jinrick- 
shas were waiting there. so there was no way to get to the city 
except by walking or taking a sedan chair. It was a couple of 
miles to the city, where the College was located, and if the Mis- 
sionary had been like most of us he might have hired a sedan for 
a dime or so, put the boy in and the bundle in it, and starting 
them for the city might have taken a great deal of.credit to him- 
self for having done a worthy deed of charity. But this Mission- 
ary was different. He just walked along with the boy, carrying 
his bundle most of the way to the city, then when they got there 
he hunted up Mr. Peet, who was then in charge of the College, 
and saw that the tired, half-sick, country boy was settled in his 
room before he left him. Very foolish for the Missionary to take 
all that trouble when by spending a few cents for a sedan he could 
have avoided it(?) 

“Shining Light” went to school a few years but had to 
leave before he graduated because he had to earn money. After 
teacaing a country school fora time he came to Foochow Missionary 


THE FOOCHOW MESSENGER 19 


Hospital with a letter of introducticn from kis old friend, the 
country Missionary, and asked to be taken on as a student of 
medicine. At that time it was the rule that no students should 
be received into the Hospital until they had graduated from the 
Coliege, but after some consultation it was finally concluded that 
an exccption might be made in this case. So “Shining I ight”, 
now a young man, and again with a bundle, became a student in 
the Hospital. He was so slow that at first he seemed the most 
unpromising one of the group received at that time, but he was 
faithful, and was kept on until hé graduated in 1924, when as he 
had proved to be the most reliable and faithful student that we 
had, he was retained to work in the Hospital as assistant. Since 
then he has been studying all the time and learning all he could. 
That was ten years ago, time goes so fact, and Dr. Ling is still in 
the Hospital as assistant, and is, no doubt one of the best ba-— 
lanced medical men that have been trained in China, one of the 

best medical missionaries, and one of the s:rongest Christian men 

in the Ccemmunity. 

One day Dr. Ling was asked how he happened to become 

a Christian, what moved him to think that Christianity -was some- 

thing real, what most convinced him that it was something that he 

wanted. He replied that the thing that most impressed him, that 
had the most to do with his earnestness in learning about and ac- 
cepting Christ was the fact that Mr. Hubbard, a foreigner who 
was under no obligations to take any thought for a country boy, 
should have been good enough to walk all the way to the city with 
him, and even carry his bundie, when he first came to Focckow 


to school, 
H. N. KINNEAR 


Ai Diseussion of Marriage Reform in China 
(The following is the opinion of a Foochow Chinese Chris- 
tlan student concerning ‘yharriage. It is not radical, and is 
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reassuring to some of u$ foreigners who might think the students 
are running amuck. ‘Translated. ) 


W.H.T. 


1. Parents and Children should agree to work together in 
making the engagement. 


The experience of youth is so limited, that the young are 
likely to make the mistake of judging from mere outward show. 
Moreover since the youthful faculty of judging is not yet-mature, 
youths are likely to be fickie in their choice, not perceiving the 
values that are really lasting. Irrevocable harm foliows, and the 
hasty youth repents when it is too late. 

Parents on the other hand, have had a long experience in 
the world, enabling them to perceive crooked character, and to 
detect spurious conduct ; they are better able to distinguish between 
the good and the bad, and hence are better prepared than the 
children to plan the engagement. We ought to make a compro- 
mise between the old (where the parents do it all), and the new 
(where the children would do it all) style of making an engage- 
ment, in such a way that the whole thing should be planned in the 
presence of the parents, it being understood that the children in- 
volved agree with the parents before the matter is finally decided 
upon». This is the best way. : 

However sometimes parents are influenced by considera- 
tions of weaith or position, and make mere chattels of their chil- 
dren giving no consideration to the comfort or discomfort of the 
young couple, Children conscious that their parents are acting 
in this unjust way, feel that it is unfilial to correct them. When 
it comes to the point of exchanging phoios and rings (according 
to the custom), should either of the young people show an unwi.]- 
ingness to acquiesce, the parents should not forez them into it. 
Or if the child has some one else in mind, unknown to the parents, 
the former should frankiy speak about it, in order that the 


@ 
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parents migl t have the opportunity to come to an agreement with 
the ckild. 

2. The choice of a Middleman of integrity. 

In our country the standards both of the individual and of 
society are such, that they cannot be compared with those of 
Europe. Public opinion is opposed to the new stvle of betrothal, 
where the sparties directly concerned meet together and make 
their own engagement. Public opinion still insists, that it is not 
the proper thing to go ahead investigating into the opinions of 
both families without calling in the services of a Go-between. 

Now if the parties are not careful in engaging the services 
of a Middleman of integrity, but instead trust themselves to 
the tender mercies of some o!d woman who is a professional 
matchmaker, they are going to be badly taken in by her profes- 
sional harangues, her flowery and deceitful phrases, which ate all 
shaped for the one purpose of doing both parties out of their 
money; the final result being the life-long misery of the coupie 
engaged. | 

He should investigate matters of family history, and pre- 
sent circumstances, matters of schooling and natural ability of the 
boy and girl, and the matter of health; this should all be carefully 
reported to both families. Then the parents should carefully con- 
firm the reports of the middleman by personal inquiry in other 
directions. When assured that the facts are as represented, they 
should go ahead with the engagement. 

3. Never marry one of a different religion. 

In China it is considered proper to marry into families of 
the same sccial standing. Those of different social position are 
likely to have a different standard of living; their opinions about 
things will be different. How can we expect them to have the 
same customs and habits? Now if the parties are not of the same 
religion, their customs will certainly be different giving rise to 
countless family troubles, 
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For instance, a Christian g'rl marries a non-Christian, On 


- 


the day of the wedding the groom wants to go home and worship 
his ancestors, and it is very difficult for the bride to prevent it. 
She, on the other hand, wants to go to Church and have a Chris- 
tian wedding ceremony. The groom doesn’t want to go; and even 
if he does consent to go, there follows a host of all kinds of fore- 
ed situations. Hence in regard to the social customs that are 
connected with religion, it is evident that the bride and groom 
should be of the same religion. _ 


4. Should think first of personality, and not pay so much 
attention to money matters, (Presents and dowry). 


To think only of the money element in making an engage- 
ment, is no less than common robbery, This was not the ancient 
custom ; but now it has become the coramon thing, for the bride's 
family to bargain for as many presents as possible, and for the 
groom's family to bargain for as rich a dowry as possible. We 
must first of all quickly abolish this vile custom. Because this 
bargaining for presents On the part of the bride’s family, puts the 
groom’s family in a most awkward position in planning for these 
wedding presents. If the family is poor, they must borrow, so 
that long before the wedd:ng day, debts are piled up like a moun- 
tain. Then after they are married, the bride sits in daily distress 


(because of debts) ; Of what avail is ali the wedding music and 
the beating of drums? 


On the other hand, the groom’s family bargaining for a 
rich dowry is also spreading a not of sorrow (borrowing money ) 
for the bride’s family. And even if the bride’s family are so 
wealthy that they do not feel the burden of a rich dowry, the 
bride herself becomes so full of pride (because of the dowry she 
brings), that she will not acknowledge fitting authority to mother- 
in-law, husband, or sons, and does not know the grace of submis- 
sion; thus because of this rich dowry “The lutes are all out of 


© 
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tune” (b‘ckerirgs of wife). Of what benefit is her 
rich dowry in a case like this? 


Thus those who are planning an engagement, if they have. 


an eye to the future peaceful life of the young bride and groom, 
will see that the wedding ceremony will be carried through in the 
spirit of saving and thrift rather than have a wasteful, showy 
wedding. | 
5. Have regard to physical health and age. 
6. Don't get married until you can afford it. 


7. Dispense with multifarious rites, and have a truth— 
centcred ritual, 


The aim should be respect for the personality of the man 
and woman. On the wedding day all useless rites should be dis- 
pensed with. The ritual used at present by Christians may be 
considered suitable but all the old meaningless rites of the old style 
should be abolished. The ritual ought to state the central truths. 
about marriage. Money should be carefully spread out to cover 
“ essential needs rather than to be used in a meaningless show. 

There is no end to what might said about marriage reform. 
What has been said refers to the social] conditions of the present 
generation. One good point may be found even in the ravings of 
a lunatic; perhaps from the above, some good may be sound which 
will lead to marriage reform in China, 


Dinc CEK SING 


Projects in International Friendship 
“‘Missionary Children”’ 
The Project: 


There are many children of missionaries who belong to 
Uncle Sam too, but who are living in strange lands across the seas. 


| 
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Some are in Africa, some in India and many also in China. What 
do they do? What are they interested in? Do they have school ? 
How do they live? What do they not have which little boys and 
girls have who live in the states? Wouldn't you like to know? 
Then readon, 


Missionary Boys and Girls of Fukien 


Did you ever wonder what missionary boys and girls do 
and how they play? Many of the little ones never see the good 
old U. S. A. until they are six or seven years old. They don't 
know what snow is nor how a trolley car runs, but they can tell 
you a great deal about the interest:ng water-buffalo, the magpie, 
how peanuts and rice grow and what a pagoda looks like. They 
have real thrills when father goes out into the country, because he 
may be held up by the pirates on water or the bandits on land 
and perhaps he might even follow the tracks of the big Blue 
Tiger. 


The missionary baby probably speaks the Chinese language 
better than English whén he is about eighteen months old, but he 
really doesn’t differ much from his cousins at home. Most of 
the children have very few play-mates until they go to Kuliang 
mountain, They live in a compound with a high wall around it 
and they are lucky if there are more than two families living in 
that inclosure, If there are other children in the same compound, 
they are rarely of the same age, and anyway, boys don’t always 
like to play with girls. Besides, you don't get much of a base- 
hall team with only two or three. — 


The little folks up to two or, three years have a Chinese 
amah—she's a woman who will ri everything for you whether 
mother says so or not. Just ask the amah! She watches every 
step the kiddies take and it’s “Don’t do this” or “Don’t do that”, 
but after a little while, son learns that he can run faster than the 


| 
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bound-footed woman, and so sometimes, he Jeads her a merry. 
chase. 


Most p:cture books and toys come from Me-Guok—that’s 
America but sometimes the carpenter makesa rocking horse and 
some b!ccks and a few other things. For the girl, Mother usually 
makes the rag doll. And if “Dad” is interested, the kiddies may 
even have some chickens and rabbits or even a dog or some 
pigeons, 


Little boys and girls out here must always wear hats for 
the sun is very hot, and they mustn’t put their fingers in their 
mouths because of the “bugs,” and they can’t go to any corner 
candy store either, to buy an ice-cream cone. But they do have 
lots of good times riding in rickshaws. | 

Mother is the school teacher and usually school is only for 
a little while in the morning, for mother doesn’t have time for 
everything, -There isn’t a Sunday School except “me, sister, and 
DAD” until summer comes. Then all the folks go-to some moun- 
tain place, usually Kuliang, because it gets so hot and there are 
so many diseases in the city that peopie get s:tk if they stay 
there. 


SUMMER FOR THE CHILDREN 


Summer time is when the chi'dren are in their glory. If 
the birth-days happen to be in July or August, they can have a 
real birthday party and invite all their playmates. For some of 
the children last summer, there was a kindergarten with a Chinese 
teacher who had studied kindergarten work. When she couldn’t 
say it in English she’d say it in Chinese. My, but that kindergar- 
ten meant everything to those k.ddies. For the older children, 
there was a graded school, taught by one of the older girls and 
supervised by one of the mothers. 

But best of all is the Sunday School. This year our Ku- 
liang Sunday School had about seventy,boys and girls, They 
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come pretty young sometimes, for they can only. come for two 
months out of the year. The Cradie Roll babies have a_ special 
Sunday when they coime and bring their fathers and mothers and 
get introduced to the rest of the Sunday School. This year there 
were thirty-one of the wee fo'ks to receive their cards of wel- 
come. It wou!d do your heart good to see all these kiddies. They 
are just as attractive and lovely as any you could find anywhere. 


The boys and girls who are fourteen or fifteen years oid 
are very few. ‘They return for the summer from the American 
schools in Shanghai or Tung-shien. The English missionaries 
send their children home to England before they are twelve years 
old. ‘That is one point wherein missionary children and others 
differ, in not being with their parents during the High School 
years. 


The Eagle Ciub 


Letiie tell you about the Eagle Club which I happen to 
have in the Sunday School. There are eleven boys in the club, all 
the boys that were on the hill and they ran from eight to thirteen 
years of age. They organized themselves into a club, meeting 
Sunday for the religious side of the program, and Tuesday for 
games, nature study, first aid, and other activities. We had our 
points to win and each boy worked hard to become a full-fledged 
Fagle. There were service points to win for “Home Service’’ | 
“Community Service, and “Sunday School Service.” There were 
English, German, and Amer’can boys in the club because they 
agreed that they wanted every boy on the hiil. They were sons — 
of doctors, ministers, and business men, How they longed for the 
“gang” and the “man leader”. They are just like any group of 
boys except that they can’t play much base-ball, because ten months 
in the year they haven’t a big enough lot or enough boys to make 


up a “nine” or even a three-a-cat inner, untess little sister can 
throw a ball, too. 
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And now these boys are all home again, scattered all over 
the province, Probably, Sunday School is “Mother” and _ sister 
is the other pupil as was my Sunday School last Sunday. - 

O. G. REUMANN 
Facts: 

Our Foochow Mission of the Amer:can Board has 31 chil- 
dren of missionaries on the field now; some in the Tai Pirg Ga 
compound, some at Gek Siong Sang, some at the University, some 
at Pagoda, some in Diongloh and scme at Ingtai. Usually only 
two, three or four at any one place. 

THREE are away studying in higher schools in China. 

FOUR are studying in High Schools and Colleges at home. 

FIVE of our present missionaries were born in Foochow 
of missionary parents. 

How boys and girls at home can help: 

1. Sign up as being interested in this project. 

2. Find out all you can about missionary boys and girls 

in general. 

3. Get acquainted with some one boy or girl of your own 

age or correspond with someone. 

4, If you have a good book or a good story you're enjoy- 

ed, let your friend “overseas” enjoy it too. 

5. Remember your friend at Christmas time. 

O. G, Reumann 

Director of Religious Education 
American Board Mission, 
-Foochow, China. 

RA Parable of International Good-Will 

Now it came to pass that when the Chinese children did 
gather to play in our front yard, my little daughter did frown and 
bid me to “drive those Chinese children away”, for they did pollute 
her play-ground. Nov that attitude of mind pleased me not. 
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As the summer days. we did to borrow the 
servants of our kindergarten friend for the summer season, and 
lo, they. had a little son a trifle older than my litt'e daughter. And 
they did ask if they might also take him to the mountain, Where- 
upon, I did quickly answer, “Yea verily,” for an idea had enter- 
ed my head. 

- And behold, when we had reached the mountain, she did 
once again froyn and spurn ‘that Chinese boy”, nor could she 
even remember his name. ., 

But as the days did come and go, she began to realize 
that she had no companion, and as “that Chinese boy”’ had_ been 
to kindergarten and knew many games, she would condescend to 
let him enter her play. At times, he did even have ideas new to 
her untrained brain. 

So it came to pass that before she knew what had happen- 
ed, as they ran and built cities and made scrap-books for sick 
children and sang songs to-gether, that he was no longer “that 
Chinese boy”’, but Ju Bing, her playmate and friend. 

And she did invite him to her birthday party. And he did 
play and drink cocoa and eat animal crackers with the other guests. 


Nor did and one stop to think that he was in any wise different 
from themselves. | 


Now it did occur to me that nations are made up of indivi- 

duals and in some respects are like unto them. At times, one na- 

( tion does despise another and say unto its citizens, ‘'1 like you not. 
Neither may you in any wise come to my playground,” 

Se: And even as the child doth spurn one playmate after an- 
other and in the latter day doth find himself alone and without 
friends, so may it also come to pass that a mation may szver the 
good will of its possible friends and one time come to rue the day 
of its pride. 

es Now it is my belief that he who doth take the trouble to 
become acquainted with the citizens of other lands, will discover 
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that each country doth have some worthy contribution to make to 
_ the great playgrounds and workshops and to the learning of the 
other nations. And as they do play and build and sing together 
and become mutually helpful, they will discover that they no long- 
er call each other by odious Names, but that the Sun of Love and 
Righteousness and Peace hath shined in the?r hearis and they 
have bccome friends, 
Rutu Y. St. Clair 


Kuliang Items 
The Missicn meeting was held on the Newell porch—when 
the rain didn’t drive us inside. This is no longer “The Annual 
Meeting” for it was decided to have one in the fall ard another 


in the Spr.ng, when the mission is more fully represented than in 
the Summer. | 


The Annual Picnic was staged at the Goertz home. ‘There 
was ice-cream, with especial attention to the people from up coun- 
try. The afternoon was planned for kiddies’ games, then the sup- 
per for seventy-five people who tried to find the most comfortable 
way to sit in a space of twelve inches before a table cloth on the 
ground, After supper the various groups entertained the party 
with stunts. The Diongloh people sang in commemoration of 
Mr. and Mrs. Hubbard’s fortieth wedding anniversary. Mrs. 
Hubbard took occasion to tell the story of a little high chair which 
had served the mission children—Baldwins Walkers, Hubbards 
for sixty-five years. She then presented it to Maruice St. Clair 
with instructions never to sell it. If it should become so aged as — 
to be useless, it should be cremated with honors. The Shaowu 
group sang the songs which follow: 


SONG OF THE SUMMER MIGRATION 


The following is a true and accurate account of the events 
jn travel from Shaowu down the Min River, for what did not 
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befall the first party, came to the next. And they composed the 
song while waiting for the water to fall, June 23 to July 5. 

It is sung to the tune of “The Bull Dog on the Bank.” The 
chorus gives the song of the boatmen on the river. 


Oh the missionary on the bank, 
And the soldier on the boat. 

The soldier told the missionary, 
“T think I’ve got your goat.” 


Chorus: 
Singing heigh la ho la heigh la ho la heigh, 
Singing heigh la ho la heigh, 
Heigh la ho, heigh la ho, 
Heigh la ho la heigh, 


Oh the soldier on the boat, 
And the camera on the shore, 
Said the soldier to the missionary, 
“T’ll take your boat no more.” 


Oh the missionary on the boat, 
Another passenger on the shore, 

Said the passenger to the missionary, 
‘Take me and one box more.” 


Oh the missionary on the boat, 


And the water higher, 
They stayed nine days at Yeng Ping, 
But still it went up higher. 


Oh the missionary on the boat, 
And the boat upon the rocks, 

The old ane told the young one, 
“Here’s where we wet our sacks,” 
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Oh the missionary on the boat, 
And the bandit with his knife, 

Said the bandit to the missionary, 
“Your money or your life.” 


Then they came in Foochow bridge, 
Where the rickshas are galore, 
Then they rode to Tai Ping Ga, 
Where their troubles all are o'er. 
Encore. 
Pack up your troubles in your river box, 
And smile, smile, smile, 
While you've a tin of milk to feed your child, 
Sinile boys that's the style. 
What’s the use of worrying if it does rain all the 
while, 
“So, pack up your troubles in your river box, 
And smile, smile, smile. 


Personals 


Announcements from Honoluiu tell of Eunice Kinnear’s 
marriage to Mr. Samuel Burns in the new Central Union Church 
of that city. Gerald Kinnear has been teaching in the University 
of Hawaii and was able to make plans beforehand for the happy 


Mr. and Mrs. Burns are living in Medina, Ohio. . 
Helen Smith is a Senior in Mt. Holyoke College this year. 


Eunice hopes to enter her first year there. 


It doesn’t seem natural at all to have the Smiths, Toppings, 


and Christians all at home on Furlough and absent from our Mis- 
sion family. Their addresses are as follows :— 


Rev. E. H. Smith, Norwich Town, Conn., U.S.A. 

Rev. W. L. Topping, Perth, Ontario, Canada. 

Mr. 1. J. Christian, 260 Delaware Ave., Albany, N y. 
U.S. A. 
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Mrs. Topping and Muriel took the homeward voyage as 
the time to have the mumps. It seems to have been a light attack 
in each case, 


Foochow College has a new teacher in the person of Miss 
Maizie Philipps who has been teaching in Manila for two and a 
half years. She is a consin of Mrs, Laubach, an American Board 
missionary in the Philippines. We hope the peopie seem more 


cordial to her than the Kuliang weather was at the time she 
came. | 


Mr.- Neff has returned. He is to take the work which 
Mr. Topping had in the Diongioh Boys’ High School. He has 
been teaching in the Philippines during a year’s leave of absence 
and writes of enjoying the work there very much. 


At the time of Mr. Neff’s return, Mrs. Seeley came to 


China to visit her niece, Miss Phillipps, and to see something of 
the country. 


It is fine to see the Leger family and Miss Eunice Thomas 
back from furlough this fall. 

Mr. Thelan also came on the same boat to be in agricultural 
work in the Union Middle and Normal School, and has started 
language study. 

A cable from Boston says that we may expect a tutor for 
-Foochow College. A letter says ‘‘it” isa MAN, Mr. Raymond 
Hightower. 

We are also looking for Miss Helen Hieb to help in the 
work in the business office and to learn the work of the Mission | 


Treasurer. 


Miss Anne Kentheld is remaining in America until next 


January, taking specialized work in normal training for primary 
teachers. 


Hazel Atwood and Susan Armstrong spent their vacations 
in north China in Shansi with friends from Fenchow. _ 
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BE Priscilla Holton was in Chefoo and 4 Peking this summer 
with friends old and new. 


Phebe Beard spent part of her summer in Peitaikao and 
part in Korea. 


Several of the mission children have recent'y grown to 
boarding school estate. Edith Goertz and Frances Beach have 
gone to the Shanghai American School, where they are room-mates. 


Dwight Newell has gone to the North China American 
~chool at Tungshien, He is a very fortunate lad in his initial 
boarding school venture, for his mother is matron this year in the 
saine School and his sister Jean is also there. 


Plans are under way for Mr. Newell to go to Peking to the 
language school immediately. This is especially essential for him 
as a large portion of the work in the Union Normal and Middle 
School jis done in Mandarin. - 

Dr. Kinnear’s first days at Sharp Peak always seem to be 
busy with the ailments, especially the abscesses, which the people 
have saved for him since he left the year before. 

The Sharp Peak residents this year from our number were 
Dr. & Mrs. Kinnear, Rev. and Mrs, Hubbard and Miss pe 
Walker. 

They all.seem to agree that this has been the most wat 
summer they can remember at the Peak. It has been cool with 
little rain, Recent word, however, says that the very charm of 
the weather is causing the esterns to go dry. | 

On the other hand, the old-timers on Kuliang say that this 


' has been most the continuously rainy of any in their memories. 


Perhaps the sunshine of the last half of August may help us for- 
get the damp and mould of the rest of the time. 

The members of the Storrs family have been enjoying their 
beautiful new house this year, Their section of the mountain 
seems to be Shaowu Hill this summer, as the Kellogg, Storrs, and 
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PED YY LS 
LeMay fanuilies, as wel as Miss cei have lived in almost ad- 
jacent houses. . 

Because of the floods which held up almost all the Shaowu 
people on the way down the river for ten days, Lauise Meebold 
almost missed seeing her sister, Mrs, Christian, before she left on 
furlough. By leaving the boats at-Upper Bridge and taking a 
rickshaw the rest of the way to the city, she managed to arrive in 
time to arrange for a passport so that she could go with the Chris- 
tians to Honzkong and see them off at the steamer there. On the 
way back she stopped at Canton and visited friends there. 
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